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THE SITUATION.
Qe of our covespondents with General
‘oade’s army roports that deserters from the

weld say that quite o number of the enemy's

coops are disposed to take advantage of the

Prosident's offor of pardon, The same anthority

assures us that a lavee majority of North Coroling

and border State troops are sick of the war, are
moust anxious to return “‘to their allegiance,' and
wll deaert at the first opportunity, to take advan-
tage of Mr. Lincolo’s proclamation. It is said that

General Meade demunds a court of Jinguiry into

the conduct of the recent advance across the

Rapidan, and the sudden retreat across that river,

No donht he is as anxious as the pablic are to

Enow the precise reason lor the movement, pro-

gressive and retrogressive. The avthorities af

Washington, we presume, can furnish the informa-

tinn, it they choose, and it is to be hoped that the

ccart of inquiry will elocidate the matter.

A desputch from General Butler, at Fortross
BMonroe, states that the rebel authorities st Rich-
moud refuse to receive any more sapplies for the
Union prisoners, The reason for this course is al-
leged by the rebel government to be an imputation
on their honor by the press and government au-
thorities of the Unitod States, that they were not
delivering the goods forwarded in good faith to
prisoners, and it wag asserted that the officers in
Libby prison, from the fmmense sapplies they had
received, could set o table from their stores on
hand equal to any hotel in the United States. It
wis admitted that there bad been some irregular-
jties in the supplies ot one time, but that the offi-
cer who had been guil'y of neglocting prisoners
bad been promptly removed and punished,

Flying ramors of & proposed measare for peace
on the part of the rebela were still rife in Wash-
Ington yesterday, and it wos even said that Alex-
ander H, Btepheons had arvived at Fortress Monroe
on =.me such mission; but the story—whicl [s the
second or third canard of the sume character
already circalated—cannol be verified upon any
more reliable anthority than & Washington jour
nal, a3 remarkable lor its inaccuracy as for its
love of sensation reports.

The last news fromw the captured steamer Chess.
peake D« up to yesterday alternoon, and reports
her as baving left Shelburne on Saturday morning
with an increased crew and twenty chaldrons of
coal. A strange steamer wa: obsorved running
ahout the islands in Mahone Bay, near Chester,
aud it was thought thet shie had conl on board for
the Chesapeake. Cspinin Willcts and nioe of the
crew of the Chesapeake arrive d in this city yes-
A (ull aud graplic history of
her captore and subsequent movements will be
The details of the af-
fair, as furnished by Captain Willets, would
show that the muorder of Mr. Schoffer  was
one of the most diabolical on record, and that
niter repeated attcmpts to mardor all the offiesrs
of the vessel, the plrites concluded to pot them in
irons and lned them near St Jolin, N.B,  He
shows also that the perpotrutors were not South-
ern men, but British subjects of very dubious
charaoter, It is stated that a score of similar
acts of piracy kave been planned, and several

terday morning.

found in another column,

vedsels huve uarrowly escaped a fate skin to that
of the Chesakeake, The plrates *still rewmin the
posse-dion of the remaining enginecrs aud tiremen,
and will ng doubt do o until they can be replaced
hy others

The farewell sddress of Goners! Dragg te lis
army on resigning the command. und that of Gene.
ral Hardee apon aesuming the same, are given in
our eolumns to-day. They are cach ex: ecdingly

complimentury to the other. General Broge re-

fers to the serlous diffculties though which the
rebel army has passed, and Genoral Mardoe says
that the past must talie care of ltsel’; that their

object aow ix to “secunre the future,’

MISCELLANEQUS NEWS.

The brig Palma, Coptain Ellis, at this port ves.
terday, furnishes an interesting nows report from
South America, dnted at Rio Janlezo the 24th of
letober, Pernaubuco sthe Tih, and Rio Grande del

rto the 10tk of November he liberal party

Hrazll bhod o complete trivmph at the recent

tions, Its mombers advocats regular comma-
ition by steam with New York. The Jowrnal
Hraxil states that the imperial princess, the
hiorens of the thrane, s betrothed to the Arch-

dike Lonts Vietor of Ausirin, brother of Francis
Jossph—her second consin, It ls said that (len.
Webh, United States Minister (o Braz'l, now adva-
cates |n governmant clreles the establishment of
A line of steamships to New York. Hev. J. ©,
Fieteher nud Mr. Heade, an American artist, had

boen presented to the Emperor of Hranil.  Coten
and sugar were ligh in the Pernambooo market,
with a soant supply of eagar,

Susoreding the regent cold snap, our city and
viomity havé bédh visited by o milder temperature
of the atmosphere, and rainy, fogey weather. At

sboyt miduight of Satnrdoy a stroog southeast

ah

-
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wind get im, which gradnally increased, snd on
Bunday morning was Liowing & gale, causing the
tde to rise unusually high, snd fiooding » large
numher of collars on the Fast and North rivers,
dulng considerable damage. No malerial damage
to the shipping has oconrred.  The rear portion of
the new ferry house at the South ferry, now in
process of construction, was blown down, and
tha iron of which it is composed was broken into
fragraonti, -

The Prosirate Conditiom of the Rebels

on sud the Way to End it

If, after the disastrous repulse of Dragg
from Chattanoogm, and the expulsion of Long-
sireot from East Tenneasce, any further evi-
denca were needed to prove that the rebellion
is pearly demolished, the doleful messugo of
Jefl, Davis to Lis rebel Congrew, and the
opening procesdings of that dismai body, ought
to be suflicient to convinos the most incredu-
lous Northern copperbiead or Dritish sympa-
thizer in his hopeless onuse.

The lamentations, of Jeremiah fail short of
these lumentstions of Davis. [le baging hia
mossage by deploring the “‘grave reverses”
which have befallen Lis armies during the year.
Of Bragg's late crushing defeat he says;—“It ia
believed that if the troops whoe yielded ‘to the
asanult had fonght with the walor which they
had displayed on previous occasions, and which
was munifested in this battle on the other paris
of tbe lines, the: enemy would have been ro-
pulsed with very great slaughter” IHere we
have the confession that the rank and ile of the
rebel armics are becoming demoralized, and
that they have no longer any heart to persist in
their hopeless  stroggle.  Next. the rebel
ruler pleads the collapse ol all his achemes
aud sl bis  bopes of foreign interven-
tion, and, withoul stint, lhe scolds away
at England and France for their cruel per-
fidy. Next, he fuirly bowls over the horeid
depreciation of bhis rebel ascrip, about
ninety per cent helow par, and says that some
rewmedy is at oner “necessury for the suceesnful
performance of the funct'ﬁ)m of the govern-
ment.” In fuct, tho conspitators in the outset
of this rebellion had no congeplion of their tre-
mendous undertaking, and so foreign interven-
tion, King Cotton, Seuthern valor sad rebel
sorip have all failed them against the re-
morseless Lincoln, whose military forces and
resources and Auccesses still multiply a3 the
War oed on.

But, thoughfDavia confes«s much, he con-
ceals und uttempts to cover up much of Lhe
distress of bis Southern Utopia. He speaks of
its ample resources, when its hopes of subsist-
once till next summer depend upon the Indian
corn crop of Alabama and Georgia. Tle apeaks
of thirleen independent States, when (he now
Union State of West Virginia, oarved out of
old Virginia, i5 in sunocesstul operation, and
when another porlion of the Old Dominion,
sufficiently large for a good sized State, ia occu-
pied by our armies, including all the outlets of
Virginia to the ses. He includes Kentucky,
Tennessee, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana and
Texas in his list of thirteen States, when it is
only by stealth that his represeatatives from
those States can get to Richmond. He speaks
of a *paper blockade,” after having oonfessed
at Wilmington that that was the only port
tbrough which his biockade ranners have any
chance of ingress or cscape. ke speaks of
the aplendid condition of his armies, while in
the next breath he calls for those men who
have furnished substitutes, exempted men, old
men, invalids and negroes. He cannot avoid
the confession, however, of hia inability to com-
municute with the wesl side of the Mississippi,
and so he proposes a sort of quasi independent
government for that department uatil the river
shall huve rolled by.

The simple truth is that such is now the dis-
mantled and shattered condition of the Davis
confederacy that but for the rains and mud of
the wintry season in the South the whole con-
ocrn might be utterly demolished within the
next thirty days by the advance of General
Grant upon Atlanta, and to those railroads
which command the scanty supplies of Brage,
Beauregard and Lee. Itis probable that the
programme of Davis now will be to gather up
all the militia forces and consoripta he can
serape together from Misaissippi, Alabama and
Georgis, and to put them in some strongly for-
tified poditions in the heart of Georgia to check
the advance of Grant in the spring: and that
next, concentrating the remains of Bragpe's veto-
ran columns and Longstreet’s and the North
Carolina reserves and all the goerillas of West.
ern Virginia in the army of Lee, another des-
perate and final offort will be made to crush
our Army of the Potomac,

This is the last chance remaining to Davis,
iZd we dare say that be will adopt it. Im this
view [t becomes the policy of the administra-
tion to provide for the defence of Washington
independently of the Army of the Potomac
and so strengthen that army that it mag be at
liberty to march “on te Richmond™ by war of
Gordonsville or Frederickshurg, or the penin-
sula, or even by way of the Shenandoah val-
ley, secure ngainst the contingenoy of a recall
to protect Waushington or to head off aaother
invasion of Maryland. We are glad to hear
that some such policy is to be adopted. I 5o,
we have only to demand, in behalf of the conn-
try, that the administration shall wot stop at
iy hulf way measure.

Loog Ovr vor Jerr. Davis.-Mr. Secretary
Welles, to save what little reputation he
bas, ought to be more active than ever
in keeping wateh on the harbor of Wil
wington, ua it is exceodingly probable that one
of the most interesting of the bloekade runners,
in the person of Mr, Jefferson Davis, may be
trying to get out of that port before long. It
is the only one open now, and, as all safe means
of exit are cut off on the Texas frontier, it Is
quite likely that be will attempt to make Wil-
mington bis point of departure when he is ¢lear-
g ot as Le soon must be,  If he will not take
onr mdvice—so often and w0 generously
offered-—und go with his bag and baggage and
corobels to Mexien, it would, perhaps, do to
lot him slip out of Wilmington, and off to Eng-
land, like Louls Phitippe 4id from Boulogae--
disguised in a blouse, with a light blus cotlon
umbrella under his arm.

Sexaton Foors ox e Rawraom--Senator
Foote bas been making another rumpus in the
rebel Cougress at Richmond. This time he
pitches unmercifully into Jefl Davis. It was
always hi= habit while in the United States
Benate to be pitching into somebody and mak-
ing things oa disagreeable and nndigniied W
posgible.  Tle never wae a mon of much weight
either in Wasbhington er in Riclmond; bul bis
late tirade may do something towacds opening
the oyes of the benighted poop'e of the South
to the true state of allsics. 1t v Lok the bagm.

uing of Lhe ead.

The Opemtng of Conpgbess—Signifizant
Meosvements.

Very little bas been dona yet in Congyess,
bul enough Lo indicate the drift of the political
lides and currents in veforenca Lo the poxt
Presidency

First, in the eloction of the Speaker of Luo
House, we find that, while Mr. Colfax securad
more than the republican vote, the demopratio
opposition elements were rgatiered about upon
sevaral individuala, Next, the complimentary
resolution to General Grant was, in the Houso,
passed unanimously, but in the Seoate, in
order, as thoy say, that the pubject may be do-
liberately cousidered. ik is Wnid, for the prescat,
upon the table

Now, why was it that Mr. Colfax waa elestad
by more thau the atrength of tha republican
party® Bacanse be i etronger than his party.
He ia s popular man, sod s moderale
man. Hence he received o larger vote than
say bidebound rodical of one idea could pos-
aibly command. He represeuts, not the ropub-
lican party--which waa defeated in the State
eleotions of 1862—bul the Union party, which
has been #o decidedly suceesaful in the eleo-
tions of 1865. The republican pariy, in fact,
baving finished its business, has gone into
lignidation; and the new Union party, of which
Mir. Colfax, ua Speaker, 1s the firat important
ofticial result, is bul a temporary erganization
for purposes whioh are already subatantially
accomplished. .

The scotiering voles of the aeattaring domo-
crats for Spoaker show tat their party is soat
tered to the winds. The efforts made to revive
the party in 1862 might bave been succesaful
but for the impudent and brainless inter-
feronce of the copperheads. Admitted to ruls
the roast, (he Nortbhern democraey, by theas
copperheads, bave been as effactually do
molighed a3 the Southern democracy. And so
pow we (ind Sunaset Cox, Fernando and Bea
Wood, Booby Drooks and all the olher would-
bo leaders of the democralic party drifting
abont without a party, and without any policy
of cohesion among Lhemsel ves.

In the next place, the unanimous vote of the
Mouse in favor of the resolution for a medal
and a lieutenant general’s commission to Geno-
ral Graot indicates the dawning power of wmili-
tary success, military eola! and the army.
There was nol a copperhead or a peace man
who bad the Lemerity to say no to thia resolu-
tion. This is but the beginming. By-and-by
we aball have some larger manifestations of
tha power of military glory snd availability.
If the Sachems of Tammany Hall are begin-
ning to talk about General Grant, it is because
they shrewdly gueas that the party which
socured him aa its candidate will walk over the
I'residential course. The copperhoads, too,
inatructed by the late eleotions, have stopped
thoir senscless clamors for peace, aand are
casting about for a strong man to lift them out
of the mire. Ilence there was not s voice
ruised in the House against this Grant resolu-
tion.

Bul why waa the subject laid over in the
Sonate® Because there mny be asveral Preai-
deotial sapirants, or because, as wo know,
there are some very aclive Presideatial pipe-
layors, in that body. They, perhapa, want to
find out first something more than they know of
General Grant’s ideas and inclinationa aa a
politician. Thus in the Senale, as woll as in
the Iouss, we have some disclosurea of the
recognized strength of military popmiarity as
Presidential capital. But we shall bave some
movements before long which will remove all
doubis upon the subject, The parties aad the
politiciana of the day are all adrift; but they
will soon begin to lake their places

Boasrs anp Prrrosmances.—In his lata re-
port Secretary Welles takes great oredit to him-
wself for what the nuvy has accomplished under
his administration. Wherever they hawe bad
the opportunity aod the means our gallant
officers and sailors have undoubtedly done all
that could be expectod of them.  But itis just
heeanse the Department has made a blundering
use of the cnormous resources placed at its dis-
pozal that all this self-laudation becomes geces-
sary. Our oavy, we are (old, numbers sl pres.
ent five hundred and elghly eight vessals,
monating fonr thouwsaad four hundred and
forty-three guas.  Aod yel, with this im-
wense lorce, we are unable to capture the
three or four rehel privatecrs which Lave
inflicted such vast injury on our commerce.
That much hos been doue (hat had better been
Ieft nndone by (he Department is oo consola-
tion for ity omissloss.  Out of the large addi-
tiona that bave been made to our navy aince the
war began more than one-third will not be
permanently serviceable as part of its regulas
organization  Had the momey expended on
them for the beaefit of contractors and ereatiures
of the governmeal been speot on vossels of the
requisite spoad to capture the rebel pri.
vateors, we should oot oaly bave saved
a large amount of money, but added to
the navy a class of veasels that are urgently
required.  Sceretary Welles is compelled to
wdmit this fact in the remarks which he makes
about the necessity of our building weasels of
greater speed. It [s only now that he wakes
up to a consciousness ot the shortcomings of
the Department in this regard, although for the
Inst two years the Hemaro has been constantly
drumming them in his cars.  Had he acted oa
the pressing recommendations made to him thers
would not be now a rebel privateer left on the
ocean. Itia too bad that the country should
have to pay thus heavily for his obstinate dis-
regard of the advioe (endered bim; but, us he
has at last got his eyes open, it is to be hoped
that he will act promptly on his newly ao.
yuired convictions.

Jerr. Davia ox tux Nearo —ln his late Mes-
sage, Jel. Davis, while complaining of the
ornelty exeroised by some of the Ugion geue-
rals, takes oceasion Lo refer to the negroes who
have fallen into the hands of our armies He
#aya that from the treatment they receive ihe
most  fearful diseases and mortality exist
among them in the camps where they are
crowded, and, baing accustomed 1o the atten.
tien of tholr masters, they are unable (o take
eare of themselves. By the Northern men,”’
hie says, “on whose deeprooted prejudices no
kindly restraining infduence b exersised, they
(the slaves) are treated wilh aversipn and ne-
glect.” He bas no doubt, be continues, that
the African raes in the South, which has in-
creased in number sixfold since their imports-
tion inta the Pritish colonies, will e reduced
one-Lal! by the messures adopled (o the Union
army

1

T War roQurom rus Buoogase Rovsega —
It is & romarkable facl W' while s many
biockads nmners have haea caplured recontly

ocy fow of Lo were Laken by o regaine war

:

rﬂm Sitatemont Reapecting
H Poace Uommissioners,
T R ke., [T

veasel employed for that purpose  They all ba-
came the prey of swift Lransport and supply
sleamers plyicg on their regular Lrips along the
comdt  Onoe of Lie most valusble priees yol
takon was the Minna, which was caplured by
the Circassian on ber last regular voyage.
Theas facts ought Lo suggest Lo the Navy De.
partment Lhe negessity of employing suck fash
eailing sleamers aa moy be in commission to
vun up and down the couss conalantly, keeping
a complete line of them from the mouth of the
Iio Grande to Fortross Monroe. By adopling
this measure €he escape of rebel vessels run-
ning into or on! of Wilminglon would probably
be almoat impossible

Poncso Liasos. Thore ia nothing which at-
toats more concluslvely the ateady progress of
the country, in apita of the obsiacles opposed
to it by the war, than the result of the opera-
tiona of the Land Ofice for the last fiacal year.
The amount disposed of exceeda that of the
previous year by 1533776 acres —the total
amount wold being 2066693, a4 against
1,377,922 During the Grat quarter of the pres-
ent fseal year the quantity disposed of was
874,860 acrea, whioch exhibila another targe
inoreasa.

We are glad to 220 that goverament eoutem-
plates imposing a tax apon the net profita of
the gold snd silver minea of the United States,
a8 means of augmenting the redources of the
povernment. Thisis a measurs which we have
frequently urged a3 offering a solution of the
embarrassments which will by sud by stare ua
in the face from onr preasat enormous paper
idues.  Let the principle of a Lax cquivalent
to a royalty upon Lhess mines be once catab-
lished, and the mineral resources of the cauniry
enn soon be made to wipe out the heavy reapon-
gibilities brought upon the government by the
War

There ia another thing that ghos!d not be
foat wight of in this general overhauling of our
expenditures and resonrces, and Lhat is the put-
ting a stop to all fres gifta to States or indi-
viduala of the public lands, With the enormous
burthena that will press upon our shoulders {for
the'next two generations, we cannot afford to
be generous of the national property. Not a
dollar of it should ba allowad to ba diverted
from its legitimate objecta—that of helping to
equalize the government revenus and expendi-
ture and to liquidate the public debt. Of
course this does not apply to Lhe proposed
changes in the Indian reseryations, which jus-
tice as well na policy requires to be carried ouk
in a broad and liberal apirit.

THE PEACE RUMORS.

e e ]

Reported Arrival of Alexander IL Ste-
phens at Fortress Moarse.

Wuannorow, Des. 13, 1853

Tua Chromicle Lo-day publishoa a rumor, which, though
1t La unable Lo vorify, halievos thy beuth by ao mosns im-
probable, to tes effoct that Alscandor H. Slophsns and
five othors had como down Lo Wortreas Monroe undar a
a flag of Lruce, with proposals of peace; thnt they aalked
£0 bo recoivod ia ther offic Al capaeity aa Commiesionors
from the Southorn confederacy  that ther roquast was
cofurad . but they ware (formnd thay wodld ba listensd
W ouly as privato citizons feom Sonthorn Blates  logquiry
was mads (hia mornmng La s quartar whars auch a fact, o
Itaated, would probabiy bo kKoown, bul potliog was
oblainod confirmatory of the rumor. I any Commis
Aipaer or poraona acting by authority of the robel gov
eromant, mads o wisit @ Fortross Manros, (L was upoa
ARoLive:  Aubject. oamely —Ahe exchangs of  proan s,
whinli, for certaid reasons, & moce probebio thas the
rumor (2 which reforencs 14 mada

Dar special Washingion Deapaich,
Wanmnaron, Dee. 13, 1350

Vory Iittie eradancs hay been givea bora (o the report
that comusaaners were on ther way o Wabigion
with propiaals of peace (rom the rabai aathoritiss, nor
b it oconstoned any great dogras of coujecturs (o the
minds of thoss who veliovo 1L, »0 far as tha resuits of
woch aa elfort are coacernsd  NO COmIIETIONSTE OF
propomals from  tha cwil  sathorticn  at Richmaad
can be recoived hore, as such 8 stap would be equ i velant
o the resognition of Lbo rabel goveroment  Wheonsvor
any wmbiar proposiios may be omades by the mibiny
leadars, our authoritos may rece e them but gooae ean
ba allowed to cater our line: unicss amansting from
eabiols i arms. This bas beea the poley of the adminis
tration since the oulbresk of Lhe war, and thore is no
foundntios For Wb Botiol Lial auy dopar wre will e made
from it

Tt luws by wuggeetad thal dapaialiong feom any of tha
Ataton, ns such, proffaring terma of Aobmission or recoy
strocuon, might be receivnd, a3 the governmeal could
with prooristy deal with Stales whn are woary o the
war. I, Tor (aaranes, Morth Carobias sbookd ses B4 Lo
make propoiilions i abasdou the ooalodsracy and o
ecatar tha Union, thore s uvbiog w the constiiation or
paat polioy of the goveramasat to provent e reception of
Ll eommiionens unber & lag o troe

The Reported Commissionerms from North
Carolina.
TO THE EDITOR OF THEZ AEMALD

A report was 0 orc iat.on yadarday @ Washiagtoo
and thia oily thal peacs commisonars worn on Lhsir
way from the rebol government (0 Waabiogion, to
traak with Prasideat Ligenin and Congroas

Bach [ oan assure you o 001 the fact Ryl the fact 1s
that North Carolina has appointed commism oaers  who
ara now probabiy oo their way to Washington  Ovr gow.
sramwent caa treat with States, bot ol with the so called
Confedarate governmont. There is & wide differsnce s.
tween the rebe! gorerumen! sad the Sastes i their
individusl capacily —ine Istier Bave siways beon recog
uiaed, the former never

I the Norih Carcline commisiioasrn are well recaived
by Prosidonl Liscoin and Congresy, commussjoners [#om
other Southern States will faliow 1o rapid succession , aad &
national convention will e proposs toestils all q

INTERESTIND TROM WASHINOTON.

Waunwaron, Do 13, 1803
TAF TOMORS [ MEPERENOE TO THR KEMOVAL OF
QUNBEAL MBALK.

TharD &5 06 reasan Lo bailarvs thial ths wlatowont Lhat
the Praaldon had doovled b comurs Conseal Moade frow
bis command b ab (oast promsbase, B degaon baving
Doty e 10 bis case aa yob. 1L 15 £aporiad Lhat mcoark
of loguiry b5 tobe hald, ab whi-b all (he (el e cogird
to the rocont movoment witl ba broughe oul, aud ujoa
Cho result of Wbl cowrl e Tuture alstes, ook owly of
Gonnral Moads, but of saye a. of Lid & bocdiabss Com
wanding . will dspead

THE OONGHNASIONAT QouMITTERd

Sigen tho adjourameni 0f Congrens ou Thursday last,
the loading mombies of Both Moiass nave basn sy
Ougigod i arranging the Susndiog Commitiess 1L s ug
dovetaod toonight that they Lavy boen geoormlly agrssd
upoo, nod that thoy will be asoonoced i the Seaale wod
Houss to-morow

The Ml comuiilae who wors appaioted Lo Arrangs Lbs
Baunta commiitany, have, after & good  deal of discussion
aud labor, completed their baak. It 5 reportod that tha
chalrmanships of (Ls Seoale commitloos will goasrsily
romait a4 Liey wors last #asston, bul many clangs. bave
basn mads of Lhelr persannel.  Btroug efforts wore mads
Lo phangs foms of the chalrmssships bold by ths Now
Logland Sepatars, on account of (hair alloged praponder.
00O 0 Guch  unportapl positions, but o s geoerily
ubdaratood that they were dnally allowed Lo rdnain &
balore.  Thero wis & Acvers SITUZEe 10 0usl Soualor
Hats, of Now Hampshi=a, from the chairmauship of ths
Navid Committen, on account of alloged diterences ba
tweea bim aad Sscrotary Wollas, bus, oo Lis asorauce
that b would mot throw any obstruchions in the way of
e Nayy Departmoat, he was aliowad Lo remain.

Tha following are Aonas of the mportant committend ia
tha Seonte &3 repoctad o-alght, aod 1 3 belleved it
Loy are gorreglly alated —

Fovage Relafioni—sonators Sumnar, Foster, Doalittle,
Harris, Davis, Johoson and MeDougall

Naval Affive—Sanatoes Hals, Grimes, Ramany, Willay,
Hardiag, Anthony sud Hicka,

Foit Uffice—sauators Collamer, [igon, Heuderaon, Coa-
peas, lumasy , Bowden aod Buckalow

Funance—senators bossoadao, Shermuau, Hows, Cowan,
Clark, Oonness and Vao Winkio

Tho following ia batisvad (o ba tho eomposition of the
Commiltos of Ways and Moaos wa the Houss: —Mesars
Thaddoos Stavnng, Hoopar, Morrill, Elobbine, Fenton,
Febenck and Boutwall, Thore 18 & roport in ciccolation
that Boutwell, late Commissioner of laternal Revouus, s
o bo cbalrmaa of this comuittas; but it s ool conskdercd
probabla that Stevens will be displaced.

It 15 atqe uudaratood thal Mr. Kallay, of Peuaayivaain,
will be chairman of the Naval Comumnities, Dawes, of
Masanchosetis, of the Committes oo Flecliona; Waah
burus, ol linos, of the Committes on Commores;, Asliley,
of O, of the Commitise ou Territories: Heury Wiantes
Navis, of Marylaod, of the Cominiites on Foreign Allairs,
and Allay, of tha Poat Ofice Committes. Mr. Scheock @
1o be chsirman of the Cowmittee oo Military Alairs

CONDTTION OF THE PRESIDENT'S HEALTH.

Ths President was oot a3 woll yestorday, avd was
obliged o keep bis room.  He o4 mach bettor lo-day , and
ahlo 1o attend Lo piblle bualosaa
THE BUSSIAN BANQOET TO THE MEMSERS OF CONGRRAA.

Yoatorday, at the bavguet to the 1 of Cong
nnd ladina on bowrd the Busaian (rigate, after the most
subsiagtial portiwn of the eatertalument was over,
Hpeakar Coifax addressed tho company, saying the Rissisn
Minister wisbed to make a romark, following wihich a
salnte would be fired from one of the vessais of the flest.
Haron Stoackel, Alting his glass, sald —

I givo you the Lonst of the bappans and prospacity of
the Unsted State«  Mysoll, the Admira!, and all the
offirors of  tho fset hnapitatiy with
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Working of President Lincoln's Am-
nesty Proclamation,

The Rebel Boldiers in Large Num-
bers Reported Ready te
Accept the Ofer.

CONDITION OF AFFAIRS AT CULPEPPER,

Gtneral Meade Requeats a Court of fnqairy
« Relative to the Recent Movement
Acroxs the Rapidan,

&, &e.,
Mr. 8. Davideon's Despatch
- Coemen Counr Howae, Va., Dog. L3, 1308

DNawertars from (e redel lioes atate thst Targs numbary
of 5o'diora will take advantag: of the nmossty offered
the Preajdeat's prooiamation as A00a a5 thoy can bockma
acquaintod with ita provigions.  Robel offcsrs will douks-
lees s avary endoavor to proveat e ciroulatioo ameng
111 troops, sad 8o also will the raba! govornmont, Lo pre-
vool the know iedge of it propositions rosching the pee-
po. Indesd, b I8 avoerced  sbat  thelr  soldiore
would bavs coms ovor o us ia bodisa long sioge &
Shoy oould have beou satistied that thoy would nol have
besn ab onch impresisd iito the Uaioa sorvics, Thay
bave basnagaursd by thoir oficera that auch would be
bha cartain (a4a of cver® desorter thast should fall inte
our bands. No doubl & large majority of the North Oses-
lina aud border Seato teoops in the robal asrvics s
bisartily sick of the war and dosirows of returning (o thelr
alisgiaoce. Sueh will cmbrace tha earlieat opportoats
1o degort sud avail themseives of the torms of tha pre
Clamation. sy .

TN OAVALRT SERVIOR FEAR OULPRPMAR

Wo bawe very little exvitoment hare now. Tha towm
and o country hotwesn this and ths Rapidan ary sooa
pad by the Fuat and Third divisions of cavalry, Brigs-
ding Genaral Morrith commands ok this point, and Censcal

dber ab Hlavensburg. Captala Georgo A. Gordoa, of

&lﬂ Hocond ragular cayalry, is Provost Marshal, sod Onp
taza D, 5. Gordon , of Lho samo ragimont, s osplau of ths
guard.

&a

AFTAIRI AT OTVLORDIRR, L

All tho males citizenn are rogitared, aad rogulesd e
Port oL tha Mroyvosl Marshat's ofice ouce cach day. Somss.
few bave taken the onth of allegncs, A5 s general thing,
nowersr, they much profor nol to do it Most of tho fammd.
lisa loft Lore aro destitute of sugar, coilbe, cundisy, soap,
and pork. Fioar nod graio nes alid very soarce with Lssm.
Thay comn almont daily Lo our commigaarios to purchass
these weticion, Thoy muat Brst obtain an order (row
Ganeral Marrith, and Lo is roduned to tho paiaful altorms:
tve of soving poor women and children, mnnu-_;
reared in luxury, sulfer, i oot actually starve, or give
thom aa order Cor fod

Tha bLaal of order s prosaread in town, m,i

proparty W weall guarded sed is ordered Lo ol
lafringsmouky of this order Ly soldiers are Boversiy
punabed. [ aaw two moo Lisd up toa troe At Gonerst
Morritt'a hoadquartess for taaring boards off Lho bulldings.
0 burn or o mako floors to their teats. Our soldiers
bave s very had habit of despollng good unoocaphel
for such purposes. Thoss buildiugs are witls '

whiot “-«mmmﬁ”ﬁﬁu COUALTY.

Thua toast was drnok amidst groat appisuds. Hall aa
~hour lster Spaskor Colfax sgals called the compsay to
| ocdor, and deitvornd the following spoech .—

Anuiesi—Allor the toasd givea in beoor of our greal
cotalry by thui gentioman who #o worthily represents
mnateral toe capital, and after Whe saluke

NOur |

;mm- upon me to make & fow words of

R “ﬂn& I:u: the .:r Amer-

A, TECRIVIDE YOUr VOry lavicalion, have na-
4 bare {o thank you, under the eulwined

flags ™. s sad Wl. and

of your o hoapiialily. not

A3y Lo you that, aince the com groat

nrnn:ahrhn’hum country |s sugaged (or ibe cxisg-

encn, tho hoart of ecary American i warmed towards
Al :nm“ ;In m-luurn;m;mmw wof friendaiip m‘m
y,  republic loun mabinglon: and
r:':u;{uuuhﬂu Atlantic cane the cbesring words of
eympathy, o the koor of teist, from We Cear of all tho
Romsai, our bearts warmad ad pover belore (owards

i the peaple i  bal distast land.  Yeur coun-
try & greal, aad our  coumtry—distractod as it
W Bodsy, but  wib  the  gind  sooshine  of

viglory beoakiong through the —i4  aleo great.
Yours i in throe mlma%hu-hrm. Asin aud America,
Ourn 4 In one, bot spanolng e culire cootinent lrom
oconn 10 ooann.  On Lhe ona side, (rom oar Atlantic coant,
MUE CHDIMeTes, Wikl ils white wingsd malla. apssda oa-
ward (o your poris oo the Fast. On the otber aide, on
Ll PReific Aloghe, our gioal LN (s B0 01048 1D yours we
can Almoo i raalise the grestiog of grasped haods. And
Llima bwo @real countrie abnost sooircle the giobs, |
iank poi or the cordial walcome given bore, end in .
wponas T give vou Clussin aind the Uniisd l‘ﬂu. May
::u friondahie bats cod Chsm Be ad porpeloal ay the
ara

A NEW THEORY 1N RXVZIENCE TO THE REBEL JOHN
MOKUAN 'S ESCAPR

Frow infTormation  recootly received bere, Lhore is
rosa Uo Belitve (hal the relml Gonoral Morgaa  has not
Beom i Camadn, bol was sasceled in Columbua, sad i
Uow probaly oo hioowar tirongi Keatucky and Tea
nasien (o Ll Soaih Doubliess sume party  has patesed
bimsall oft upon the Cansdian public as thoe redoibiatie
Morgan, for the porposs ol tarowisg our aathorites on
the wroag sceot. and theresby enabling the gueriiia Bhiel
by evturn 1o the ooulederscy withool atiempling the
Basardous expornsnt of rooaag tha hiockeds.

REGEL sVMPATILIZRIA DEACRTING THE SINKING FOR
TONKS OF SFURWIA.

Within the last waes o namber of individuals hare
soddealy appaired i Wanliogton whoe weat Soath at the
outbeoak of the war, and who are oow reloraing b the
Wome s duaguatad will the robel roie, and dedirons of be
coming law abuding citisens

THE REFORTED DEATH OF GKNERAL COMONFORT.

The report of Geosr! Comonfort's death s o ored
itad &t the MeXican | azmtica but, should it prove true,
nowill ba o torrihie Blow B0 Lhe national caise, ma Gea.
(omontort way ona of Lhe bravest ehiefiains Mexicaoas
e (oughl unde

Mosements of the Rebels Price amd Mar-
mudule.
Cuma, (11, Do, 12, 1883,

Tabe aecounts from he ow rencesent thal Marmadoake oo
eudeiroring (6 units bis (ores with Price, who was said
0 be crosaiag the Bad river (alo Texas

Prica's force was moch redecs! and oumbered loss
LA Ges thoumnd . A large Uninn force was pursuisg
bom,  The rebaln are moch dsbesrteapd

Governor Yates and the [llimols Legle-
latmre.
Cuoasn, Dae. 12, 1982

The tilinois Saprems Csart, by o docimon readcred to-
day, bave sustained Governor Vales' action in prorogos.
g the [agiature ladt saouner, Jodges Walker and
Breass bolding that the prociamation (wsund by the Gov.
armor and acquiesend in by the Geosral Assombly al the
timio, Lo minated its wasnion 03 Lhe 10th of Juoe.

North and Soutt.  Thios you see, paace and tha Uaoo will
be restored

This 15 mo il o fasey though! of the writer, but is
from ous wihe knows aad whe has jost come from the
UNION,

:

Denath of a Telegraph Operator,

AL n apocial mecting o the mambaers of tha Naloasl
Telagraphic Union, (o New Vork city, bed ou Sanday,
Decembor 13, lor the purposs of takiog proper action
with roforence i the demoses of Lapralstio Swosl, s mom-
bar of that sssociation, the following resolutions wers

unanimously sdopted —

Wheroan, aa allwisa Providence has removad from
midet our estesmed and dearly beioved fread
JMe. Lapreistie Swael, for many ysars an
Amarican OMee in mm;—l
Alan ¥y ability, p mg bigh
A swestuoss of disposition that o
with be was sasociated  and

operstora, faal oo this sad oocaslon
o e dictates of Him who

well, wa woald place on record evy
L) wense of the loms wa have sstained
reapact 80 Ahe memory of the

eath of Laprajstis Sesat the
W Company has 1wt & feehfu’ and
warvant, fellow operators a dearly helored
the prafesion ooe of W Lrighlest ornaments
, That oor beartfell sympathine are dus apd
tondered 10 (be grial ktrickon relatives o Lua
thin, tha bour of their af < tion |
N ‘l'hfn. the membern of the Nat omal "pl
on 18 the New Yok distraet, lo token of
wr odr Tata Brother mowbor. w1 wonr o cas
badge of moursing (or the sacaiag thirty days
yed, Thst & of thass resatut ons b franom o
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| Aroussd by s grest saplosion,
| The iudications are that (e burglars had bean thore

Attack on Pravest Marshals.
Cam, T, Dac, 13, 1843,

The rebal aloamer Matta Valloy baw passed, with 304
babes of cotton for 8t Loun

Two deputly provost marshals of this city arrestad two
desarteca of the Ous undred and Nioth [liow regimeat
near Dougoia yesterday, whea the desarters atlacked
their captors, killed one outright, beat the other Lil! Le
was (nsentibie, and thea swcapel

Movements of Faropean Steamers,
ARRIVAL OF THR CANADA AT BOAION,
Raevor, Dec, 1, 1943,
Tha stesmchip Osonds, from Liverpool, baa arrived
hors. Her malls and the newspape: bag of the pross
wera forwarded by to-night's traw, and will be dus wt
New York early Monday morn ing
THE DAMASCUS AT FORTLAND
Poatcann, Me |, (we. 13, 1883
The steamship Damancus, Capiain Browa, from Liver.
ool Stk arrived st (e poct al teo oelock this morn
fug Hor adviess are antic patad by thoss of Ihe steam-
ship Canada

Bank llobbery In Newark.
Newism, N, 1 Dec 12 1342
Toe First Natonal Hask wan (o-day the seens of the
conlmet burglary aver knows in thees parts.  The bank in
nitanted i Biroad atreet, nesr the oanal, in the sscond
sborg ol the bullding. Ar poon the communily was
which ahook the building.

dap  ine pacs was thoroughly rilled. A large safs was
rolled to n great distanse feom tha building
M bargisre evidant'y made s calculalisn 8 to

amount of powder used. The sale wis destroyed
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the building aarrowly eacapsd.  Tho robbars obla‘aed
ths s .,..muulo.'?un doliare, Whe entire conlends of
s aMs Mo Lrage of the roguie hus el beem
wrarsd

our infaniry Hinos, nnd sbould b4 protscted by the oe:
 cnaudaat of the cocps. oy

- Law solborized by Brigadir Gessral Prioce, eem-
maadiag (N8 Bagtnd Jivinica of the Thied corpe, (o sag:

Wi tho atatemonts that thal 0orps lestits wayor gob

upon the wrong road oo il4 WBY Jincobs' Ferrg
o Robectaon's avern, wheo (a8 Ardy crossed
Rapudun, are ublerly without foundation.
Princa bad the sdvancy, with orders o i
every wch of the way aad repart o his m
offfcer.  Ho did #o, bolding all the focks of the roads ustsl
thewr direction and safety or the prégence of ths susmy
wore ascortained, and tha cesu!ls wore communicaled e
Genernl French  Any doiays or other mishaps (o the
Third cerps on Lbat day oaa bs traced (o olher sources
Whan any ooty of their whoreabouls,
A QOUNT OF [NGTIRT AMTED POR.

[ lvarn so-day that Gonoral Mevle han asked  couct of
inqriey Lnts the condoct of the rooent forward movement
acrom the Papidan snd retura, Poudiog thin inguiry Whe
command of the army will devolve by seniority upon thas
abie oficar 30d brave soldior, Major Gemers! John Fedg-
wiok, unless tte Exocutive names some othor goaorsi fer
tha puepowe, which 19 not likely, naless a permaned
changs o the command (3 detarminsd upoa,

A PLAT OF TRUDE.

Gonora! Merrit oo Wedoesday last éstailed Captaim
Heogh, of the 3scond rogulars, of the dirtaon atafl, e
procesd wilh & flag of truca to the easmy®s Lines, near
Itapidaa Staljoa, eovariag desspatchos from Genern! Hal
isck. Tho Captain was met by Gaversl Andersod, of Lhe
robal arvice, formoerly of the Second United Btatos dre-
gooua, who reca ved the despatohes, receipting for theem.,
The usnal eovilition woers axchaogsd, and the flag relarasd.

COUNTY MARTIAL

Thern have basn two courts martisl o session here e
some days, The first, for the trial of Captain Swilese
and some deasriars waa compoasd a1 follows —

Ilnw H. €. Whelan, Sixth 'eausyivaals cavairy, Progt-

deon
Captaia A. Tt Arnold, Fifth United Statos Cavaley.
Capisin T F. Rodenbwough, Second United States

carairy
Captam R F Olary, 1= Sacond Coited Stales carsirey.
Captain B TF Lath, Fifeh United Suates cavalry.
Captain B Lockwood | Slxih Mennas ivania cavalry.
Taoutocant J I Ash, Fifth Taited Biates cavalry,
Lisutenant £, P. Tisrtoand . Boxth Pennsyivania cavalry,

Atd doCamp, Judge advocats
Th pacond for the trial of Major E. A. Andersoa, Nl

New Vork cavairy, upon the chargs of cowardics, o ras-

ning away fram (48 baltle of Nrendy Station, and suel

other matters mv may coms Lefora it 1L i componed of
tie foliowing detail —

Lisntanant Colona! Augeiros Priyo, Fourth New Yeek
cavalry Prasidont

Maar Renben Rembioidn, Aeveatesnth Peansyiveais.
Mapr 8 B navw Third Virginia cavalry.

Captain T. W. Moflitt, Third Jodiana eawalry.
aWm 1. Hermanes, Sixth New York cavaley.
Captain A. L. Fora, Fighth SNew York cavalry .
Listtanant 0. 9 Wood, Fourth New York cavaley
Losntanaat Alonzs W, Chamberiain, Niostesuth New
York crormiry, Judge Advacats,
Covoner's Inguest.

THRE FATAL STABLING AFPRAY IN THER miETR
WARD - INQUREST BY OORONER WILDEY —VERDIOT
OF THK JURY
Coroner Widey Uad 4o imqest yostarday on the bedy

of Joln Kene. an [rubman, aboal thirty yours of age,

who waa killed by s oegre samed Harkless Ll om

Saturday last
Samunl Br %, & bay I yoars of age, wes

the first witnoss called  He tostified to meeing Lhe de-

caasnd o tha yard of praonsr's house about oas o'closk

o Satarday he was drunk and wanted Lo Aght . prissoee

was aide the house ana daceased went in and squared

oft st b did 5ot bear Bim say anything, prisoner sakd
be 41d pot want to fAght, whon deceased wonl oul ead

04 two brickbats, which he fred through the window;

decaaani then weol away for aboul ten misutes, and om

coming back took teo more brickbets sod fred
through the window ihe prisoner then came out
took the knife (a largs ponted earving koife, with &
white horn hasdle) sud struck with i§ in
wide dogeased maid, “Ob, T am strock,” and fell
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